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NOTES AND QUERIES. 

" Pitons " and Canadian Substitutes for Money. The investiga- 
tion of the origin and use of the substitute for coin or money of the state 
is always full of interest. In his work on the Saguenay, M. A. Buies has 
given us an account of the " pitons " issued by Messrs. Price Brothers, the 
lumberers, and named after Peter McLeod, a Scotch metis, who for many 
years was a prominent figure in the Saguenay district. Buies's account is 
as follows : 1 — 

" From him come the pitons, a sort of bond that the Price firm still con- 
tinue to issue for sums varying from five cents to several dollars, and that 
take the place of money. These notes represent what the Price firm owe to 
its men, but they are not negotiable in money ; they arc valid for goods (mar. 
chandises) only, and that too in the Saguenay district. Thus, if any employee 
has done a day's labor worth 60 cents, he is given a piton for 60 cents, by 
means of which he can obtain provisions or merchandise in the stores at 
Chicoutimi, but especially at those of the Messrs. Price. These notes are 
printed, and they are called pitons from the baptismal name of McLeod 
which was Peter. From Peter to- Piton is but a step ; the transition is easy. 
It is not giving names that embarrasses the French-Canadian." Accompa- 
nying the account just given is a facsimile of one of these pitons for ten 
cents, bearing the date of May 1, 1878; and on it are printed several times 
the words "not for circulation," the language used being French. 

It would be interesting could we trace the use of these " pitons " since 
their first appearance, and study the effect which they have had upon the 
relations of employer and employee as well as the influence they may have 
exerted upon trade. It is to be hoped that some one whose leisure moments 
are spent in the region of the Saguenay will devote time to the considera- 
tion of this not unimportant question. 

While on the subject of substitutes for money, it might be well to refer to 
the remarks of Talbot upon the system of barter which existed in Upper 
Canada during the early years of the present century. He says : 3 " For 
want of current coin in Canada, a system of barter exists ; and, from the 
manner in which this is conducted, it is evidently destructive of those 
honourable feelings which should govern the intercourse of mankind. The 
merchant who exchanges his goods for produce has no fixed price for them, 
but regulates it by the estimation in which he holds the goods offered in 
exchange. If wheat or any other grain that is then in demand at Mon- 
treal, be offered to him, his goods will probably be obtained on tolerably 
fair terms ; we will say, for example, coarse linen at 3s. gd. a yard. The 
farmer who deals in this manner goes home satisfied, not knowing any- 
thing about Montreal, or the value of grain in that market. The next week, 
perhaps, a neighbour of this very farmer offers to the same merchant wheat 

1 Le Saguenay et la Vallie du Lac St. -yean. Quebec, 1880, pp. 1 10, u 1. 
s C. A. Talbot, Five Years' Residence in the Canadas, etc. London, 1824, 
vol. ii, pp. 72, 73. 
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of equal quality in exchange for linen of similar fabric to that obtained by 
his neighbour. In the interim, the merchant has probably received advices 
from his commercial correspondents, that wheat is not likely to be a good 
article of exportation that year. The price of linen is therefore imme- 
diately raised to $s. per yard, while the wheat has on this account fallen 
at least a shilling per bushel. In vain does the farmer remonstrate and 
refer to the better fortune of his neighbour : some plausible excuse is 
always at hand ; and the man who has not, perhaps, a shirt to his back, is 
compelled to buy the linen at a price 75 per cent above that given by his 
neighbour." Talbot goes on to say that the feeling of distrust caused by 
this method of business is general, and " every inhabitant — from a child of 
seven or eight years old, who exchanges fish-hooks and whip-tops with his 
playfellows, to the most hoary-headed veteran in speculation and decep- 
tion — is alike under its influence. 

The same author remarks that it was impossible to " borrow " anything, 
for everything was " hired." To quote his words : " A plough, a wagon, 
and a sleigh, are each hired at two shillings sixpence per diem ; and every 
other article from a harrow's tooth down to a cambric needle, at a propor- 
tionate price." 1 Howison, 2 in his "Sketches of Canada" (182 1), also 
reports adversely upon. the system of barter in Upper Canada. 

French University Theses on Folk-Lore Subjects. From A. Maire's 
Ripertoire alphabitique des Theses de doctorat Is lettres des Universites fran- 
faises, 1810-1900 (Paris, 1900) are extracted the following titles relating to 
folk-lore, etc. : — 

1. Albert, A. M. : Le culte de Castor et Pollux en Italic (Paris, 1883. 
Pp. vii, 172.) 

2. Allegre, G. F. : Etude sur la de'esse grecque Tyche. (Paris, 1890. Pp. 

243-) 

3. Andler, C. P. T. : Quid ad fabulas heroicas germanorum Hiberni con- 
tulerint. (Tours, 1887. Pp. 120.) 

4. Barry, C. E. A. E. : Sur les vicisitudes et les transformations du cycle 
populaire de Robin Hood. (Paris, 1832. Pp. 102.) 

5. Beder, C. M. J. : Les fabliaux, etudes de litterature populaire et d'his- 
toire du moyen Itge. (Paris, 1893. Pp. xxvii, 485.) 

6. Beurlier, L. E. : Essai sur le culte rendu aux empereurs romains. 

(Paris, 1890. Pp. 357.) 

7. . De divinis honoribus quos acceperunt Alexander et successore 

ejus. (Paris, 1890. Pp. 146.) 

8. Collignon, L. M. : Essai sur les monuments grecs et romains relatifs au 
mythe de Psyche (Paris, 1877. Pp. 82.) 

9. Constan?, L. E. : La legende d'CEdipe. (Paris, 188 1. Pp. x, 340, xci.) 

10. Cratiunesco, J. : Le peuple Roumain d'apres ses chants nationaux. Essai 
de litterature et de morale. (Paris, 1874. Pp. viii, 328.) 

1 1. Darmesteter, J.: Ormazd et Ahriman, leur origine et leur histoire. (Paris, 

1876. Pp.360.) 

1 Cited in Talbot, op. cit., p. 70. 2 Op. cit., p. 70. 



